
Dear Families,

World Book Day was a pronounced triumph 
on Thursday, with a veritable carnival of 
costumes and characters. We explored new 
texts, revisited our favourites, and re-
vamped our classroom doors with elaborate 
(and surprisingly competitive) literary 
themed decorations. While we firmly 
believe that every day is book day, it’s 
always excellent to crack out the fancy dress 
box and spend a day projecting our love of 
reading. Thank you to all our families who 
supported the children in creating their 
door decorations, and I hope that those of 
you who managed a library tour today 
enjoyed spending time in our top-floor 
enchanted forest. Our local partner 
bookshop, the Alligator’s Mouth, visited to 
provide us with a pop-up bookstore in the 
playground, and to deliver a delightful 
series of comic workshops to our budding 
authors. The Alligator’s Mouth, by the by, is 
this Saturday donating all profits made to 
the Choose Love charity fundraising for the 
people of Ukraine; both through in store 
sales and their online bookshop. If you’re in 
need of a few children’s books, this 
Saturday (March 5th) would be a good time 
to get some, and contribute to a good cause 
while doing so.

In sporting news, the KS2 hockey team 
made their merry way to Roehampton this 
week to compete in the London group 
stages. Not only did they win all three 
games, they managed to do so without 
conceding a single goal. Hearty 
congratulations to them, and we look 
forward to their participation in the finals of 
the competition. We’ve reached a new 
highwater mark of children participating in 
sports competitions and extra-curricular 
sport across the school, and look forward to 
this provision continuing to grow in extent 
and quality over the course of the year.

And lo, the recommended reads. To begin 

with, a news article for our adult readers: 
the New York Times’ opinion piece on the 
nomination of Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson 
for the US Supreme Court. As we follow the 
Supreme Court confirmation process, we 
might hope to answer the question of 
whether Judge Jackson will prove to be a 
role-model for our children in the mould of 
Day O’Connor, Sotomayor or the late, great 
RBG. While we can’t yet answer those 
questions, it’s certainly an exciting and 
progressive step to be watching in real 
time.

For our KS2 readers, a poem. Quite a 
difficult poem actually. ‘Trees’ by Mark 
Haddon (author of the Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night Time’) is at once a very 
obvious and also highly elusive piece of 
poetry. We think we know what the poet’s 
getting at from the first two lines – the title, 
even – but as we read over the 17 lines that 
make up the entire poem, the point seems 
to get further and further away from us. 
Anyway, it’s fun to read. Particularly, 
though, it’s fun to ponder over and debate 
over the meaning of, and talk about what it 
makes us feel, which is the real point of 
poetry anyway (maybe).

And lastly, for our youngest readers, a nice 
even-keeled number with no hint of 
pretention or current events. Yay! ‘The 
Plesiosaur’s Neck’, by Dr Adam Smith, is rife 
with alliteration and descriptive language. 
Smith himself is also a palaeontologist, 
which might go some way towards 
explaining the distinctly Triassic theme to 
the book. It’s an excellent choice for lovers 
of dinosaurs, history, and illustrated fiction 
everywhere.

Have a fabulous weekend.

Alex Lee

https://donate.chooselove.org/campaigns/ukraine-appeal/
https://www.thealligatorsmouth.co.uk/shop
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/04/opinion/supreme-court-biden-jackson.html
https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/trees-115/






"You are a Reader". That is the theme for 
World Book day this year and Sambar class 
have most definitely embraced that theme! 
Our classroom has been filled with a myriad 
of books of all different genres, which the 
children have shared, enthused about and 
enjoyed throughout the week. They have 
thoroughly immersed themselves in the 
magical world of books and it has been a joy 
to see! With the help of Vanessa's dad, the 
children even turned our classroom door into 
a tribute to Eric Carle's book 'The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar'.

In amongst all the excitement of World Book 
Day, we have also found the time for many 
other learning opportunities across the 
curriculum. In Maths, we have been 
comparing numbers within 10 and further 
consolidating our understanding of 'greater 
than' and 'fewer than', using a number track 
to help us. The children have also had the 
opportunity to show us their understanding 
by writing number sentences.

Our Art sessions are a highlight of every 
week for the children and this week has been 
no exception. We spent time looking at and 
sharing our thoughts about Van Gogh's 
painting 'Bedroom in Arles'. Our discussions 
led to the children creating their own piece 
of artwork, inspired by what they had seen.

Somehow, we have also found the time to 
use our book 'Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears' to draw and write about the setting of 
the story and the children acted out the 
storyline, using different voices for dramatic 
effect. A busy week indeed! We wish all our 
families a wonderful weekend.

Sambar Class Fawn Class

These two last weeks have proven that children have a
hundred languages - they explored through their
paintings, drama activities, writing and verbal
communication. Inspired by the book On Sudden Hill by
Linda Sarah, the children had the opportunity to engage
in a cycle of design and technology by planning,
designing (drawing and labelling) making and evaluating
their own cardboard projects. This week has been a great
preparation for our official DT day next week. We had
hotels for animals, supersonic cars, rockets, televisions,
snowmen and houses.

They loved exploring aerial views and finding features of
the physical environment. This sparked their creativity
and imagination, enabling them to build taller buildings,
mountains and hills and put small people on top of them
looking down over their cities.

What an enjoyable World Book Day Fawn Class had! The
children looked great in their outfits. Thank you to Kat’s
mum and Tom’s mum, who contributed to our door
theme: “The Tiger Who Came to Tea by Judith Kerr”. The
class enjoyed sharing and painting their favourite books
and also exploring the settings.

In Maths, we are focusing on cardinal values by 
comparing numbers up to 10. Within this concept, the 
children developed their understanding of which number 
is worth more or less by using the language of fewer and 
greater.

In PE we are still exploring dribbling a ball and targeting a 
goal but are now using tennis racquets.
Thank you also to Milan’s mum who kindly came to share 
the values of the religious celebration of Baha’i-Ayyam-i-
Ha and to all the parents who accompanied us on the 
first Welly Walk.

Have a lovely weekend!



Roe Class Brocket Class

Brocket class have had a wonderful 
week. In English, we have been learning 
about instructions. The children have 
been using imperative verbs to create 
their own set of instructions, including 
'How to Make a Magical Potion'. We 
also followed instructions in Science by 
planting our own sunflower seeds. The 
pots are by the windowsill - come and 
have a look through the window. We 
hope to see some growth soon!

In Maths we have been learning about 
length and weight. We used rulers to 
measure length in centimetres and 
scales to compare different objects.

We also had a fantastic time celebrating 
World Book Day. It was wonderful to see 
Year 1 dressed up as different book 
characters!

Another wonderful fortnight in Roe 
Class! In Geography we have been 
learning the 4 capitals of the UK 
and the seas surrounding us. We 
listened to sea shanties to remind 
us of The Celtic Sea and read tales 
of Katie Morag to help us 
remember The North Sea. As we 
learnt about The Atlantic Ocean 
Aria told us all about The Bermuda 
Triangle.

In science we have planted 
sunflower seeds. We are going to 
keep a seed diary for 6 weeks and 
make predictions of what we will 
see each week.

In PE we are working 
on gymnastics and football. In 
gymnastics we have been learning 
to balance alone and with a 
partner. In football we have been 
learning to pass and dribble using 
the inside of our feet.

In Art, this term we are looking at 
printing and the work of Georgia 
O'Keeffe and William Morris. At 
the end of the term, we are going 
to print our own wallpaper 
inspired by the shapes we see in 
nature.

We have had a wonderful World 
Book Day, looking each classes 
decorated doors, making books, 
writing instructions and admiring 
everyone's costumes. Thank you 
for all your hard work to create 
such varied and interesting 
costumes.



Marsh Class Fallow Class

Fallow have come back into 
Spring 2 with wonderful 
enthusiasm. We began the 
term with a mystery to solve. 
An unusual egg was found 
hidden in the playground! 
Since then, we have been 
predicting where it has come 
from and who it belongs to. 
We believe it has something to 
do with our new literacy text 
‘The Dragon Snatcher.’ We 
think that it might be the one 
the evil wizard is after. Our 
writing about the story has 
been very descriptive, full of 
fronted adverbials, varied 
verbs and amazing adjectives. 
In Geography, we have 
discovered lots about Sri 
Lanka. We have been 
comparing where we live in 
the UK to Sri Lanka. Fallow 
have come to the end of our 
swimming lessons in 
Richmond

leisure centre, they have 
made fantastic progress and 
become very confident in the 
pool!

Marsh class have had a 
fabulous start to Spring 2. 
In maths they have been 
learning about 2D and 3D 
shapes, identifying each 
shapes edges and vertices.

In Science we have been 
learning about life cycles. 
This week we have had 
some exciting visitors. Year 
2 are observing and taking 
care of some duckling eggs 
for the next week. The 
children have already been 
lucky enough to watch the 
first duckling slowly hatch 
out of its egg! It was a 
fascinating moment for us 
all.



Sika class have had a great 
start to the second half of 
Spring term. A big thank you 
to all our parent volunteers 
who came with us on our 
trip to Teddington Lock-
everyone learned 
something about rivers and 
the environment, even the 
adults! We will extend our 
learning in class as we look 
at the water cycle, compare 
the Thames and the 
Derwent, and develop our 
understanding of how rivers 
form our landscape.

Muntjac Class Sika Class



Elk Class Red Class

What a fantastic start to Spring 2 
we have had here in Elk! This 
term we have started our 
gripping novel 'Hacker' by 
Malorie Blackman, exploring the 
exciting world of technology and 
digital investigation. To support 
this novel, and our understanding 
of some of the complex 
vocabulary contained within, we 
are learning coding in our 
Computing lessons this term.

Dreaming of warmer weather, Elk 
class is exploring California in the 
USA during our geography 
lessons! We have learnt where 
the state is located on world map, 
its many features and landmarks, 
and the land use that 
characterises this hugely diverse 
part of the world. We've also 
enjoyed our start to rounders in 
PE, looking closely at our 
coordination and the skills 
required to play as part of a team 
strategy in a more complex style 
of gameplay.

Year 6 were extremely lucky on our 
trip to Kew Gardens last Friday to 
experience beautiful sunshine while 
we explored. A workshop on 
evolution and reproduction of plants 
allowed us to use microscopes to 
observe parts of the plant in detail, as 
well as discuss the different types of 
pollinators that help ensure plant 
variation and adaptation to their 
ever-changing habitats.

In English this term, we have been 
fascinated by the treacherous
journey Shackleton and his crew took 
to Antarctica in the early 1900's. We 
have written job applications in the 
role of the crew and have now begun 
writing instructions on how to build a 
shelter in the perilous conditions of 
the Arctic.


