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Lastly-but-not-leastly, a travel book for our grown-up 
readers. ‘The Snakebite Survivors Club’ by Jeremy Seal 
is the tale of author’s travels through the American 
south and its idiosyncratic energy, charisma and history. 
Seal has an excellent eye for finding humanity among 
eccentricity, and – thankfully – has a seriously sharp sense 
of humour.

Have a wonderful weekend of sunshine together, enjoy 
the family time, and – of course - don’t forget to read.

Yours sincerely,

Alex Lee
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Dear Parents,Carers & Friends,

Please like our Facebook pageF T Please follow us on Twitter

Stay Social

16 July 2021

W elcome, one and all, near and far, to the 
weekend. As you might imagine in the 
final weeks of a long year, life at Deer Park 

over the last fortnight has shown no sign of deceleration 
whatsoever. Instead, the weeks have been exuberantly 
stuffed with activity, valuable learning opportunities, and 
enriching experiences. Theatre performances, DT days, 
installation art workshops, Shakespearean experiences, 
and fieldwork have characterised our recent days, and 
the children have shown their trademark enthusiasm 
and resilience throughout. Their attitude to learning has 
been both inspiring and tone-setting this half term, and 
we look forward to an equally excellent final week. Below, 
you’ll also find an update from James Boyle, Chair of the 
Local Advisory Board, on the board’s final meeting for the 
academic year.

In further good news, I am delighted to inform all our 
families that we this week interviewed for the role of Deputy 
Headteacher at Deer Park from November 2021. I am yet 
further delighted to inform you that our very own Miss 
Coward was offered, and has subsequently accepted, the 
role. Those of us fortunate enough have seen Miss Coward’s 
impact and influence at our school will recognise her as a 
teaching-and-learning leader of exceptional quality, with 
a talent for bringing out the best in pupils and colleagues 
alike: we are thoroughly lucky to have her. I’m sure our 
families will want to reach out to Miss Coward with their 
messages of congratulations, and I warmly encourage you 
to do so. 

In our recommended reads this week, we begin with a 
reworking of classic nursery rhymes for younger readers. 
‘What are Little Girls Made Of?’ by Jeanne Willis, is a witty 
and charming reimagining, with delightful illustrations. For 
our KS2 readers, ‘The Wolf Wilder’ by Katherine Rundell is 
a lyrically resplendent combination of fairy-tale  
and history, with a highly distinctive authorial voice.  

The Local Advisory Board (LAB) met last week for the 
final time during the 2020/21 school year.  We welcomed 
a new community member, Ann Hines, to the LAB and 
bid farewell to Frances Bracegirdle, the staff member as 
she moves on to her new headteacher role at the Vineyard 
School in Richmond.  The main topics for the meeting 
included reviewing the final performance data for each 
year group and external reviews carried out by BPET 
and the School Improvement Partner.  These will be 
used to identify the main topics for next year’s School 
Development Plan. Also, safety outside the school is 
a concern.  The council have agreed to provide some 
railings along Richmond Road and at the Lidl crossing.  
We will continue to work with the council to ensure 
that safety of the children is a priority.  If you have any 
questions about the LAB, please contact James Boyle, LAB 
chair at LABchair@deerparkschool.org.uk
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New team members
At the start of the new academic year, we will be welcoming several exciting new staff membaers to our team at Deer Park. 
Recruitment this academic year came with a delightful challenge; each role had a very high number of applications, and we 
are very fortunate to be expanding our team with some excellent new talent after a rigorous selection process. 

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE: Ms. Cai Jia Eng  

An alumnus of UCL’s Barlett School of Architecture, winner of 
a scholarship from the Queen Elizabeth Scholarship Trust, and 
graduate of Cambridge University’s Department of Education, 
Ms Eng is a multi-disciplinary artist with a wide ranging 
portfolio. Her illustrations have sold internationally, retailed in 
a more local store named Fortnum and Mason, and have been 
featured in magazines and shows across England. We are excited 
to welcome her to Deer Park as she sets up a part-time studio 
in our art room, modelling high quality practice to the children 
and supporting their develop in the creative process. 

YEAR 5 TEACHER: Ms. Clara Andren

We are delighted to welcome Ms Andren to Elk class in the 
coming academic year. A graduate of both Lund University in 
Sweden, and London South Bank university in our sunny capital, 
Ms Andren begins her teaching journey at Deer Park with an 
eclectic range of international experience and passions as a keen 
runner, mountaineer and scuba-diver. 

Year 6 Teacher and Maths Lead: Ms Charlotte Williams

An experienced teacher and leader, Ms Williams joins the Deer 
Park team from a Battersea primary school. Ms Williams has 
a successful background in both Year 6 and in high-quality 
subject leadership, is an alumnus of the zoology department at 
the University of Nottingham, and an accomplished athlete in 
both hockey and netball. We look forward to welcoming her to 
the team as she steers our very first Year 6 cohort through their 
final year at Deer Park. 

Year 3 Teacher and PE Lead: Ms Clare McMartin 

Ms McMartin joins us in Muntjac Class, relocating to London 
after a successful tenure at a primary school West Sussex. An 
experienced teacher and subject leader, Ms McMartin brings 
an exciting wealth of knowledge and skill to our team at Deer 
Park, in addition to her outside passions as a ballroom and Latin 
dancer, runner and international volunteer.

KS1 Teaching Assistant: Ms Sarah Drew 

An experienced educator with both Twickenham Park and the 
N Family club nurseries, Ms Drew joins Deer Park with a strong 
background in supporting younger children to achieve and grow 
to their full potential. With an eclectic range of experience in 
musical expression, forest school and experiential learning, Ms 
Drew brings an exciting new role to our KS1 team. 

EYFS Teaching Assistant: Ms Bethany Macarty 

Ms Macarty joins us as an experienced and successful teaching 
assistant, with experience of nursery, Reception and specialist 
SEND care. Ms Macarty’s background in leading forest school 
in addition to class centred learning, makes her a valuable 
new addition to our early years team. We look forward to 
welcoming her to Deer Park. 

Teaching Assistant and ASD Specialist: Mr David 

Patrouilleau 

Of our new members of staff at Deer Park, Mr David is 
admittedly not particularly ‘new’. Having worked as a teaching 
assistant and autism specialist at Deer Park since March, Mr 
David’s impact on school life and the quality of education for 
our children has profound this year. We are glad to welcoming 
him on a full-time basis, and fortunate to be retaining his 
skillset for our children. 

Teaching Assistant: Mrs Amber Tolchard 

After volunteering at Deer Park for the past two terms, we 
are delighted to be formally welcoming Mrs Tolchard into 
our team. With extensive experience as an actor and assistant 
casting director, not to mention as a Lead Invigilator, Mrs 
Tolchard brings with her invaluable experience in creative 
expression, and a knack for bringing out the same in children. 

Teaching Assistant: Mr Rishi Khullar 

As another familiar face and long-standing Deer park figure, 
Mr Rishi joins our teaching and learning team from this 
coming September. Our community will be familiar with Mr 
Rishi’s work in our sporting and extended day provision, with 
his exceptional level of care and personal attention for our 
children, and I’m sure will join us in welcoming him into the 
classroom side of life at Deer Park. 
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First residential trip
for pupils at Deer Park

Year 5 spent a memorable overnight stay at the 
Th ames Young Mariners in Ham, where they 
undertook a smorgasbord of activities both land-
based and aquatic. Our children threw themselves 
into paddle boarding, raft  building, campfi re cooking, 
team building, and into the lake. It was, in short, a 
huge success: we’ll absolutely be back. Th e children 
deserve every credit for making the very most of the 
opportunity, including making a (very) early start of 
the following day, presumably eager to get started on 
their hike down the Th ames Path. 

for pupils at Deer Park

the following day, presumably eager to get started on 
their hike down the Th ames Path. their hike down the Th ames Path. their hike down the Th ames Path. 

“One of my 
favourite parts 
was the food! It 

was a full 
English breakfast 
for us all before 
our hike home.”

“My favourite part about the 
trip was the paddle boarding 
as Eoin was my partner and 
we were having a lot of fun 

jumping in the water.”
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First DT  Day

Year 3 and 5 took part in a fabulous 
workshop with two actors from the 
Orange Tree Theatre- Jessica and 
Tom. Over the morning, they creat-
ed games that told Twelfth Night in 
an accessible way so that everyone 
understood the play. The children 
danced, quoted Shakespeare and 
sang the Peppa Pig song. You really 
had to be there...Later that week the 
production team came to school and 
set up a stage to perform for us. We 
were treated to an inventive and in-
genious performance from the actors. 
Next year we shall take part again 
and then we will be welcomed back 
to the actual Orange Tree Theatre.

production team came to school and 
set up a stage to perform for us. We 
were treated to an inventive and in-
genious performance from the actors. 

and then we will be welcomed back 
to the actual Orange Tree Theatre.

Orange Tree Th eatre
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Class Updates
S a m b a r  C la s s
As we approach the fi nal week of term, 

there is time to refl ect on the amazing 
progress made by all of the children 
in Sambar class. We could not be any 
prouder of their achievements. Not only 
have they made incredible progress 
academically, they have also grown as 
individuals and to watch their confi dence 
soar has been an absolute joy. We will 
miss them terribly but they are all so 
ready for the next stage of their learning 
journey.
This week the children have had the 

opportunity to visit their new Year 
1 classrooms and to meet their new 
teachers. The excitement was clear 
for all to see and the children had a 
wonderful afternoon making crowns and 
pasta necklaces! The children also had 
a fantastic time during their fi rst DT day 
and their creations have provided endless 
opportunities for fun and learning. In 
Maths, we have been revisiting addition 
and subtraction and during our writing 
sessions, we have been thinking about 
our favourite fruits and vegetables after 
enjoying the ‘Oliver’s Fruit Salad’ book. 
In Art, the children loved using different 
vegetables to create beautiful paintings. 
We even found the time to have a dance 
and sing along to a French song about 
fruits! 
Finally, we would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of the parents 
and carers for their continued support 
throughout what has been an exceptional 
year. We wish you all a relaxing and fun 
fi lled summer!

Faw n  C la s s
Hard to  believe we are approaching 

the end of Reception. We had a 
fantastic year in which we shared 
and celebrated our learning and 
achievements. We learned through play 
in rain, snow and sun. This year we have 
learnt both in school and online.  Fawn 
has grown and developed, ready to go 
to the next stage in their school life. We 
have had such an exciting journey and 
a lovely time together. Not only have I 
taught my class but I have also learnt 
from them and their perception of the 
world. 
These last two weeks we’ve had so 

much fun and our learning continues 
at full steam.  Reception had their fi rst 
DT session and it was a great success. 
In Maths, we are looking at problem 
solving using addition and subtraction. 
In PE we are now doing gymnastics. 
We also had the long awaited moment 

of meeting our new teachers and 
classes. We were all very excited about 
it! 
I would like to thank not only the 

parents for their partnership on this 
exciting journey but also my little 
Fawns for their everyday smiles. 
Thank you all. Have a lovely, well-

earned summer break. 

fi lled summer!

throughout what has been an exceptional 
year. We wish you all a relaxing and fun 

Class Updates
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Class Updates
R o e  C la s s
I cannot believe I am writing the last 
newsletter of the year, and what a year 
it has been! Despite the unprecedented 
challenges Roe class faced they have 
come to the end of year one mature, 
happy, resilient children, excited and 
curious to tackle the new experiences in 
Year two.  

It has been a packed last few weeks of 
term, learning about axles and wheels in 
DT, shadows and light in science, retelling 
the story of Little Red Riding Hood in 
English and learning to tell the time in 
maths. 

I hope you all have a fantastic summer 
break. I will miss 2021 Roe class 
enormously and we are all immensely 
proud of the progress they have made 
this year.

B r o c k e t  C la s s
In English we have fi nished our theme 
park persuasive leafl ets are now looking 
at the traditional tale of Little Red 
Riding Hood.

Science has involved experiments with 
water, rescuing people from ice and 
an introduction to light. In maths, we 
have been looking at time, as well as 
consolidating our learning. 

It has been a busy few weeks including 
our DT day, which was a huge success 
learning about wheels and axles, 
enabling them to all make a vehicle 
which actually moved!

The children have all visited their new 
teachers and classrooms to get ready 
for September. I will miss them terribly; 
they have been such a wonderful group 
of students; they have made great 
progress this year, and I am proud of 
every one of them. 
progress this year, and I am proud of 
every one of them. 
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Class Updates
Mu n t j a c  C la s s
As the end of the summer term is fast 
approaching, Muntjac class have been refl ecting 
and celebrating all they have achieved this 
academic year! To mark the end of year 3, 
the children have put in lots of effort into all 
they have done. In literacy, the class invented 
their own creations to add to the world along 
with beautiful descriptions, poems and dance 
performances to go with it; inspired by the 
children in our story ‘Mouse, bird, snake, wolf’ by 
David Almond. In maths, the children have been 
measuring, comparing, adding and subtracting 
mass. In practical situations, the children could 
determine which objects were lighter and which 
were heavier. In science, we discovered all about 
food chains and identifi ed which animals were 
producers, consumers, prey and predators in the 
Savannah setting. Using what they had learnt, they 
made their own food chain explaining reasons 
for their choices. In French, the children visited 
the Muntjac Marché, explaining what they chose 
to buy. In art, children made their own sculpture 
based on Barbara Hepworth’s style using soap 
and carving equipment. Very recently, the class 
have had the opportunity to see their new 
classroom and meet their new teacher, they are 
so excited about moving upstairs and starting as 
a Year 4 student! Our DT project day in school 
was a huge success and the children showed 
themselves to be resilient learners, working well 
in their groups and never giving up. Thank you 
to everyone for bringing in an extra ingredient 
so the children could make their dish unique. 
We sadly bid farewell to Miia who is leaving the 
school and wish her all the best in her new one in 
September. Thank you to families once again for 
your continued support over the past few months. 
It has been a short but extremely wonderful and 
memorable time I have spent with your children. 
Have a lovely, relaxing summer!

Ma r s h  C la s s
I can’t believe we are approaching 
our fi nal week of the year; this term 
there has been a fantastic effort by all 
children. They have been determined, 
focused and hardworking every 
week. They really should be proud 
of themselves and the progress they 
have all made. All children have grown 
into fantastic independent learners 
throughout the course of year 2. In 
the recent weeks we have had our 
exciting DT day where we made 
moving monsters and explored how 
linkages and levers work in everyday 
objects. They have become scientists 
and have investigated what makes a 
healthy lifestyle and which crisp (our 
favourite snack!) is the healthiest for 
us. During our humanities lessons they 
have explored the features and culture 
of Sri Lanka and have compared this 
to the United Kingdom. The class 
have worked on their resilience and 
enthusiasm during our PE lessons when 
learning new rolls and movements. 
They have worked hard at balancing 
these new moves and putting them into 
a routine. Finally, a great thank you to 
all families for your continued support 
and enthusiasm all year. It has been 
greatly appreciated and I wish you all a 
relaxing summer break. relaxing summer break. 
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Class Updates
S i k a  C la s s
Well, here we are, we’ve made it all the 
way to the end of Year 4! And what a 
year it has been. We have learnt so much 
this year, from Anglo Saxons and Vikings, 
to the water cycle and how to describe 
the weather in French (to name but a 
few!). The children have been working 
hard right up until the end of term. 
Currently we are in the process of writing 
our own webpages to persuade travelers 
to visit Mexico in English, in Maths we 
have been working on Shape and Space 
and in Science we have been working on 
our scientifi c investigative skills with Ms 
Wilson and writing up our investigations 
fully with Miss Oppenheimer. This week 
we took part in our fi rst DT day, where we 
made fully functioning torches 
We are enjoying our last few weeks 
together in Year 4 refl ecting on all the 
progress we have made and how much 
we have grown and matured! The children 
had an excellent transition afternoon, 
meeting their wonderful new teacher 
Ms Andren and getting to know her and 
their new classroom. They are more than 
ready for the transition to Year 5 and are 
looking forward to the exciting challenges 
ahead, thinking about how to tackle 
these with their unwavering team spirit 
and supportive attitude. Never have the 
children demonstrated the HEART values 
more evidently than in these last few 
weeks and I can’t wait to see what they all 
achieve next year.

E l k  C la s s
Elk Class have had a very memorable 
two weeks. The camping trip was 
absolutely amazing. The children were 
enthusiastic about the activities, polite 
and helpful at all times and showed 
resilience with the bugs in the tents. 
Every single child made the most of the 
opportunities that the lake offered both 
on boards, rafts and just swimming. The 
lack of sleep did not stop them from 
having fun the next day on our walk 
home. The following week, in-between 
lessons, we fi tted in a wonderful 
Orange Tree Theatre Workshop when 
the children were completely gripped. 
As a result, they were all able to access 
the complex, humorous and inventive 
performance on the Friday. For 75 
minutes, they sat entranced by the 
performance. Not long after that they 
were in their RiBA workshop with 
Leen and Kate and ? from RiBA. Their 
creatively spilled over into the walkway, 
where you were all able to see their 
installation.  The we ahd DT day. Thank 
you to Gudrun, Corinne and Eva for all 
their incredibel help. It was fabulous.
Overall, it has been an incredible year 
where they have all combined having 
fun and learning every single day. They 
have risen to the challenge and in the 
infamous words of Jonny English “Am I 
ready Master?”, the answer is defi nitely 
“Yes”. 

achieve next year.
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